Living Word Church – Bible Overview: The POETRY & WISDOM books
Books included: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
Timeline: Written over a very long period, from (possibly) very early in Bible history (in the case of Job) through till the time after the exile (some of the Psalms)
In a nutshell: These books emphasise, in varying degrees, the need for ‘wisdom’. Wisdom has been defined as ‘skill in the art of godly living’, or ‘that orientation which allows a person to live in harmony with God’s ordering of the world’.  In these books we have the poetry of ancient Israel. This is particularly true of Psalms, but all of these books contain some degree of poetry. The books have a number of themes, including: the fear of the LORD, the limits of human wisdom, the contrast between the righteous and the wicked, the problem of suffering and pain, and the nature of true wisdom and righteousness. Glimpses of Christ are regular and clear in Psalms, but less so in the other books (Depending upon your view on how to interpret them! See below)
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQl00sc2m9DFHrneb4jgdFRKouKTSwvnSQgzEtSGfcHH7xnke0avA]JOB: Job was a real historical figure (Ezek 14:14,20; James 5:11) but when he lived remains something of a mystery. Many scholars feel he lived in the time of the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) but since there are no direct historical markers in the book and we aren’t told when he lived, we can’t be certain (and don’t need to be!)
The great theme of the book is faith in a sovereign God, even in the midst of suffering. The book doesn’t give an ‘answer’ to the problem of pain and suffering but does encourage the believer to trust God in the midst of pain (Dever: We often suffer, we sometimes understand, we can always trust)
Job sees the need for an intercessor (9:14), which reminds us of the intercession of Christ (Hebrews 7:25)
Job knows he has a ‘witness in heaven’ (16:19) and in 19:25–26 Job speaks of Christ and quite possibly anticipates his own resurrection when he says, ‘I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God. ’
PSALMS:  This is the hymn book of Israel and the church, expressing the highs and lows, joys and pains and righteous anger of God’s people. The main human author is David, but others from Moses through to Solomon composed psalms too. Many of them probably began as personal poems, which were then used for congregational worship. There are many types of psalm: lament, praise and thanks, celebrations of God’s law, wisdom psalms and Royal psalms
	A number of these psalms are also clearly prophetic and speak of Jesus; the Messianic psalms:
Psalm 2 – The LORD’s anointed King clearly speaks of someone beyond David (Heb 1:5; 5:5; Acts 13:33). The line of promise continues – David’s descendant will be Jesus, the perfect Messiah-King
Psalm 16:10-11 is a prophecy, through David, of Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 2:27ff and 13:35)
Psalm 22 is an amazingly detailed prophecy of the suffering and death of Christ
Psalm 45 ‘Your throne O God is forever and ever’ speaks of Jesus (Heb 1:8)
Psalm 110 portrays Jesus as the Lord sat at the LORD’s right hand and a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek (Heb 1:13; 5:6)
(See also psalms 34, 40 and 68 for further examples)
PROVERBS: This collection was composed by (or in some cases possibly for) Solomon. The aim of the book is to describe and instil wisdom in God’s people, founded on the ‘fear of the LORD’ (1:1-7; 9:10) 
Wisdom ultimately comes from God, which anticipates the fact that Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God (1 Cor 1:30; Col 2:3)
(Commentators debate whether the personified wisdom of chapter 8 is Jesus. But whether ‘she’/it is meant to be identified exactly with Him or not, it surely anticipates Christ, and the NT writers draw on this wisdom language to describe Him) 
ECCLESIASTES: The Preacher (possibly Solomon – 1:1) talks about the necessity of fearing God in a fallen and perplexing world where life is ‘vanity’. 
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSmwgkCGdTXYYqcpZpfnhjbNvHDO0feUWTEEty89DOgX4amPJRX]The meaninglessness, frustrations and injustices of life ‘under the sun’ call out for a solution from God. Jesus is the answer.
SONG OF SOLOMON: As with proverbs, this love poem is linked with Solomon (1:1). It was either composed by, for, or in honour of, him. There is a lot of debate over how exactly we understand the story: is Solomon one of the lovers? Are there two or three different characters? Is it simply a love song showing the ideal love between a man and woman in marriage? Or is it written as an allegory of God’s love for his people and Christ’s love for the church? 
Either way, the Song has something to say about the relationship between Christ and his ‘bride’, the church (Ephesians 5:22-33)!                And the golden thread to the Messiah continues ....
 (
Some thoughts on seeing types and shadows of Christ in the OT:
If we accept scripture as a unified whole, inspired by God, then 
we should expect to see pointers to Christ throughout
, and Jesus himself said that all of scripture spoke of him (
Lk
 24:25-27
; 
Jn
 5:39-40
) 
It seems best to 
avoid the extremes 
of
 (a)
 only accepting the possibility of ‘types’ when the NT is explicit [e.g. 1 Pet 3:
20-
21; Heb ch7; 9:24; John 3:14] and 
(b)
 seeing types in almost everything and everyone in OT!
The types
 that are 
acknowledged
 explicitly 
in the NT 
seem to be 
representative, not exhaustive
 (Heb 9:5; Luke 24:25-27)
 so there certainly seems to be room for finding more pointers to Christ
Bear in mind that 
OT contemporaries of the type may not have been aware 
of the typology (see 1 Peter 1:10-12)
Some degree of u
ncertainty is inevitable
 so we should only be dogmatic when scripture is explicit
. E.g. ‘is Joseph in Genesis a type of Christ?’ Where we see parallels
,
 it’s probably best to point them out but not be dogmatic that 
‘
X 
was
 
definitely 
intended
 as 
a type of Christ
’
There should be clear and notable points of resemblance
 between the type 
on the one hand and 
Christ and his work
 on the other
Is it in line with what the Bible prophesies and teaches about Christ?
Doctrine must not be based on apparent types alone
Scripture is its own best (and only infallible) interpreter
)
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