Living Word Church – Bible Overview: The HISTORY books
Books included: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. 
Timeline: From the conquest of the promised Land, through to the exile, and back to the land again after the exile. (There is overlap between many of these events and the writings of the prophets, as well as some of the poetry & wisdom books- see OT Timeline) 
In a nutshell: 1000 years of history from a ‘God’s-eye view’. In his grace, God is active in history and is bringing the promise to Abraham to fulfilment. That promise, we now find out,  is all about a King descended from David. And God will not allow the promise to fail, despite man’s sin disrupting the covenant relationship with God.
[image: http://www.biblebios.com/joshua/jericho.jpg]JOSHUA: The promised land is conquered in partial fulfilment of God’s promises. But the promise is bigger than mere land, as we’ve seen previously in the Pentateuch. God in his holiness judges the Canaanites and shows the horror of sin.
Rahab’s faith is an example to us (Heb 11:31) and anticipates the salvation of Gentiles through faith (Gal 3:6-9; James 2:25) Her story shows God’s grace in using Gentile sinners in his great plan, and his grace in bringing blessing to all nations (Mt 1:5, Gen 12:1-3 )
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTekoNnOF-B7V8C7RvMAgIDvcdfdyZ3zPKbcLcaIGApf6ic3dfHgA]The ‘inheritance’ of the land points forward to the eternal inheritance of believers (Eph 1:11,14; 1 Peter 1:4; 2 Peter 3:13)
JUDGES: The Judges anticipate Jesus Christ, being individuals who ‘save’ the people (2:16) as ‘deliverers’ (3:15), but they themselves are flawed, unlike Christ. The people repeatedly slip into sin. The people need a perfect king (21:25) The Messiah will be that perfect King.... 
The ‘angel of the Lord’ (Judges 13:15f) is portrayed as God himself (v22) anticipating the incarnation of Christ (and possibly being the actual appearance of the incarnate Christ!?)
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQYTLZqTqJF68noleQVFYvAQjjP7dxn4PpL0HHLPs-T0eCGxKHG]The downward spiral of sin will have dire consequences (2:19-23)
RUTH:  During the time of the Judges, The Messiah’s line continues  (Judah  Boaz  David) even through a Gentile like Ruth (Mt 1:5-6)! Boaz the Kinsman redeemer (2:20) points to Jesus our Kinsman Redeemer. 
The story of Ruth highlights God’s sovereignty and his steadfast, covenant, love (hesed) to his people, which will be ultimately expressed in Christ
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTgvFgmn8J27PoKAtJ7P9OUX84C0hIX11bXF5D_mBxetOtK-eOcxA]1&2 SAMUEL:  The story of how God inaugurate a Davidic dynasty (Monarchy) and prepared David for it. 
David prefigures Christ as the King after God’s own heart (1 Sam 16:7; Acts 13:22). 
God’s covenant with David is another promise of the Messiah as the king descended from David (2 Sam 7:1-16, Mt 1:1). This ‘Davidic covenant’ is central to the historical books, just as the covenant with Abraham is to the Pentateuch.
David falls into serious sin, showing the need, again, for a perfect King. 
Despite David’s sin, God sovereignly preserves the Messiah’s line again, through Bathsheba. (God has so far used a prostitute, Rahab; a poor Moabitess , Ruth; and now, Bathsheba, to bring about his purposes. This is grace!)
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcScOVbFbMQIHJQuKbeoPRuzzwwSSroyClgl42JqxyrxKw6o-VbM]1&2 KINGS: The books explain how and why the exile came about (because of the sin of the people, cf Deuteronomy 27-28). Yet despite the wickedness of the people and some of the kings in particular, the Messiah’s line continues (Matthew 1:6-11) 
Solomon is an initial and partial fulfilment of God’s covenant promises to David (1 Kings 1:46). But we keep seeing the need for that perfect King from David’s line. (Solomon builds the temple, the symbolism of which Jesus fulfils – see the epistle to the Hebrews) 
Following Solomon’s days, the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah begin to spiral further downward in sin. Again we see how the people need a perfect King! 
Elijah & Elisha call the kings and people back to God, as do others, but in the end God has to discipline his people by sending them into exile. 
Many of the events and themes of Kings are paralleled in 1&2 CHRONICLES.
[image: http://www.fiat.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/nehemiah_rebuilding_jerusalem.jpg]Note: prior to the exile, the PEOPLE were in the PLACE God promised (the land) with a KING over them and an extensive KINGDOM too, under David and Solomon. But the promises to Abraham – and now David - have not been ultimately fulfilled. This is because the promises of PEOPLE, PLACE, KING and KINGDOM will only be fully and finally fulfilled in Jesus, when he comes to deal with the great problem of sin and so bring about the hope for a redeemed people, a better country and an eternal kingdom.
The time of the EXILE leads us to the story of the RETURN from exile ...
EZRA & NEHEMIAH: (One book in the Hebrew Bible) The return from exile and the restoration of Jerusalem and Temple, show God’s sovereign plan continuing to be worked out, as God preserves the identity of his people from external and internal threats. 
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR8ME6CZ1oQdE2DsYjCDZiOKCRe2Thoc3DvvLAHqMlnJGIan1m6VA]	Zerubbabel is listed in the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:12)     
ESTHER: Set during the period covered by the book of Ezra, this true romantic drama is also a snapshot of life for Jews under Persian rule and an amazing story of God preserving his people. He is still working out his purposes, however dark events may be.  
And so, Ezra and Nehemiah record that the people are back in the land, Yet, they still don’t know the full blessings of the covenant with Abraham. They are still awaiting the coming of the promised Kingdom through the Messiah-King. 

(To be continued in the New Testament ...)
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