The PENTATEUCH (‘Five scrolls’)
Jewish designation:  Torah             Books included: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy.
Timeline: From the beginning of time till the verge of the Promised land
[image: http://www.billcasselman.com/013_Ancient_copy_of_the_Samaritan_Pentateuch.jpg]In a nutshell: After humanity’s fall into sin, God promises a Saviour and the Saviour’s family tree begins ...
This collection of five books is foundational to the whole Bible and shows that God’s purposes in Jesus Christ are not his plan-B but are from the beginning of the world. We meet God as the holy hater of sin but also the lover of humanity. And God’s dealing with sin and rescuing of the humanity that he loves is brought about through the promised Saviour, Jesus Christ, descended from Adam and Eve and Noah and Abraham and Israel.
GENESIS:  Creation, fall, but also the promise of redemption (rescue) (Gen 3:15)
The godly line from Adam through Seth, Noah, Shem etc. is outlined and is important because it forms the start of the Messiah’s family tree.
God’s covenant with Noah (Gen 6:17-18, 9:11) anticipates the covenant with Abraham and points forward to the New Covenant in Jesus Christ. 
The covenant with Abram (Abraham) (Gen 12:1-3; 15:1--6; 17:4-8) is foundational to the Bible’s story. “The promise that was made to Abraham is the same promise that comes to us in the gospel. The Bible is the story of how God fulfils [his] promise to Abraham”[footnoteRef:1] God promises Abraham: [1:  Tim Chester – From Creation to New Creation. Good Book Company, 2010. p13] 

Many descendants. His descendants will become known by the name the people of Israel. But the promised people will prove to be more than just a national/ethnic group. They will be Abraham’s spiritual descendants from all nations who trust God and his Messiah (Gal 3:16). 
The Land. But the promises are bigger than mere geographical Israel (see below).
 That all nations will be blessed through Abraham’s offspring. This is because the deliverer will be descended from Abraham, and because the deliverer will save people from every tongue and tribe and people and nation.
(Tim Chester sums up the ‘core elements’ of this promise as the promise of a PEOPLE, a PLACE, a KING and a KINGDOM and we’ll see these core elements at every stage along the way)
Abram’s trust in God is the pattern for trust in Jesus. (Gen 15:6, cf Gal 3:6-9) Righteousness is counted as his through faith, and it’s the same for us (Romans 4:5-9). Salvation has always been by faith.
Melchizedek (Gen 14) prefigures Jesus, being prophet and king (cf Heb 7).
EXODUS: Exodus to Deuteronomy are, in a sense, a biography of Moses. As a mediator and rescuer, Moses himself prefigures Jesus. 
Through Moses God redeems his people, prefiguring Jesus’ redemption. 
The Passover lamb points forward to Jesus’ substitutionary death (Ex 12, cf John 1:29; 1 Cor 5:7).
The manna (ch 16) prefigures Jesus the Bread of Life (Jn 6:31-33) as does the water from the rock (John 4:14; 1 Cor 10:4)
The Ten Commandments (the ‘Law’) are given to the people through Moses (Ex 20). They are deepened through Jesus’ teachings (e.g. Matthew 5) and fulfilled in His perfect righteousness (Heb 4:15; 5:9) 
The Tabernacle (Ex 25) is a shadow or copy of the heavenly dwelling of God (Heb 8:5) and itself prefigures Jesus (John 1:14)
LEVITICUS: God is holy. His people are called to be holy also. The Law is a guardian to lead the people to the Messiah (Gal 3:24). The requirement for holiness points to holiness of Jesus (Heb 7:26-28). The sacrifices point to Jesus’ sacrifice (Heb 10:1-14). The priests (and High Priest in particular) point forward to the need for a better mediator. 
“Which sacrifice will deal with sin completely? After all, a dead sheep is not going to satisfy an infinitely holy God. Which priest will mediate forever? How can we be made holy internally as well as externally?”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Tim Chester, p58] 

NUMBERS: The journey through the wilderness is like the life of faith (1 Cor 10:1-11; Heb 4:3-10). The Bronze snake (Numbers 21:4-9, cf John 3:14) points to Jesus.  
DEUTERONOMY: The anticipation of entering the promised land points to the Christian’s hope for a better country (Heb 11:13-16) the new heavens and new earth (Rev 21 etc.) The people are promised that a prophet like Moses will arise (Deut 18:18; 34:10 cf Acts 3:22-26) ...

... and so we continue to anticipate the Messiah ...
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