	Groupings of Books
	Bible order
	
	Books in rough historical order (some dates very approximate!)
	
	Key Events

	Law (Pentateuch)

Known in the Hebrew Bible as the Torah. The five books of Moses. 
	Genesis
	
	
	
	Genesis (The Beginning till Joseph’s death – poss as late as 1640BC?)
	
	 (
515:
 
Temple 
re-build
 completed
) (
609: First Jews
 (from Judah in the South) 
deported 
to Babylon (including Daniel & friends)       
587
: Fall of Jerusalem. 
More Jews taken into exile.
) (
722:
 
Fall of Samaria
 (Israel in the North) to the Assyrians
) (
David
 reigned about 1010 – 970; 
Solomon
 around 970 - 930
) (
Abraham
 2000 – 1825; 
Isaac
 1900 – 1720; 
Jacob
 1800 – 1700.
) (
First temple built
 by Solomon
) (
Moses
’ death
)

	
	Exodus
	
	
	
	Exodus  (1445 BC?)
	
	

	
	Leviticus
	
	
	
	Leviticus (1445 BC)
	
	

	
	Numbers
	
	
	
	Numbers (1445 – 1400 BC)
	
	

	
	Deuteronomy
	
	
	
	Deuteronomy (1400 BC)
	
	

	History

(In the Hebrew Bible, Joshua – Kings were known as the ‘Former Prophets’) 
	Joshua
	
	
	
	Joshua (1400 – 1380 BC)
	
	

	
	Judges
	
	
	
	Judges (1380 – 1050 BC)
	
	

	
	Ruth
	
	
	
	Ruth (1200 – 1150 BC)
	
	

	
	1 Samuel
	
	
	
1 & 2 Chronicles





(1010 – 539 BC)
	1&2 Samuel (1100 – 971 BC)
	
	

	
	2 Samuel 
	
	
1 & 2 Kings 



(971 – 560 BC)
	
	Many of the Psalms were written early in this period by David, though some are earlier (Moses) and some are later (Korah). Proverbs, Song of Solomon and possibly Ecclesiastes were also written early in this period by or for Solomon. Job is very hard to date.
	
	

	
	1 Kings
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2 Kings
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1 Chronicles
	
	
	
	Joel (810 – 750 BC? Or as late as 400 BC according to some!)
	
	

	
	2 Chronicles
	
	
	
	Obadiah (850 BC? Or as late as 586 BC according to some!)
	
	

	
	Ezra
	
	
	
	Jonah (770 BC)
	
	

	
	Nehemiah
	
	
	
	Amos (760 BC)
	
	

	
	Esther
	
	
	
	Hosea (760 – 730 BC)
	
	

	Poetry and Wisdom

	Job
	
	
	
	Micah (740 – 700 BC)
	
	

	
	Psalms
	
	
	
	Isaiah (739 onwards)
	
	

	
	Proverbs
	
	
	
	Nahum (650 BC)
	
	

	
	Ecclesiastes
	
	
	
	Jeremiah & Lamentations (627 – 580 BC)
	
	

	
	Song Solomon
	
	
	
	Zephaniah (627 BC)
	
	

	Major Prophets
(These, along with the Minor Prophets, were known in Heb Bible as the ‘Latter Prophets’ 
	Isaiah 
	
	
	
	Habakkuk (605 BC)
	
	

	
	Jeremiah
	
	
	
	Daniel (605 – 530 BC)
	
	

	
	Lamentations
	
	
	
	Ezekiel (593 – 570 BC)
	
	

	
	Ezekiel
	
	
	
	Ezra (539 – 450 BC)
	
	

	
	Daniel
	
	
	
	Haggai (520 BC)
	
	

	Minor Prophets (a.k.a ‘the Twelve’)

	Hosea
	
	
	
	Zechariah (520 – 518 BC)
	
	

	
	Joel
	
	
	
	Esther (483 – 474 BC)
	
	

	
	Amos
	
	
	
	Malachi (470 – 460 BC)
	
	

	
	Obadiah
	
	
	
	Nehemiah (445 – 410 BC)
	
	

	
	Jonah
	
	 (
3 waves of 
returning exiles
:
 
538
,
 458
, 
445
)
	
	

	
	Micah
	
	
	
	

	
	Nahum
	
	
	
	

	
	Habakkuk
	
	
	
	

	
	Zephaniah
	
	
	
	

	
	Haggai
	
	
	
	

	
	Zechariah
	
	
	
	

	
	Malachi
	
	
	
	

	Pentateuch
	History
	Poetry & Wisdom
	Prophets

	
GEN: Creation, fall, but also the promise of redemption  (Gen 3:15)

The promise to Abraham (Gen 12:1-3) is foundational: A people – the ethnic people of Israel from whom Messiah will come, but also Abraham’s true (spiritual) descendants are those saved by faith. A place – the Land promises are bigger than mere geographical Israel. A deliverer – all nations will be blessed through Abraham’s offspring.

Melchizedek prefigures Jesus, being prophet and king (Heb 7).

EX: Thr Moses God redeems his people, prefiguring Jesus’ redemption. The Passover lamb points forward to Jesus’ death.

LEV: God is holy. His people are called to be also. The Law is a guardian to lead the people to the Messiah (Gal   ). The requirement for holiness points to holiness of Jesus (Heb 7:26-28). The sacrifices point to Jesus’ sacrifice (Heb 10:1-10). The priests (and HP in particular) point forward to the need for a better mediator. 

NUM: The journey through the wilderness is like the life of faith (1 Cor 10:1-11; Heb 4:3-10). The Bronze snake points to Jesus.  

DEUT: The anticipation of entering the promised land points to the Christian’s hope for a better country (Heb 11; Rev 21 etc.) The people are promised that a prophet like Moses will arise (Deut / Gospel ref   )...












	
These books span close to 1000 years of history

JOSH: The promised land (see promise to Abraham) is conquered in partial fulfilment of God’s promises. But the promise, remember, is bigger than mere land. 

JUDGES: The Judges are types of Christ, though they are flawed and the people repeatedly slip into sin. They need a king (21:25) They will get kings, but imperfect ones. A perfect king is needed - Jesus will be that perfect King....

RUTH: The Messianic line continues in God’s sovereign grace (Judah  Boaz  David) even through a Gentile! Boaz the Kinsman redeemer points to Jesus our Kinsman Redeemer.

1&2 SAM: David prefigures Christ as the King after God’s own heart. God’s covenant with David is another promise of the Messiah as Davidic king (2 Sam 7:1-16, Mt 1:1). David falls, showing the need, again, for just such a perfect King. But despite D’s sin, God sov preserves the Messiah’s line again thr Bathsheba.
 (
And so we continue to see the Messiah 
anticipated ...
HOS: 
J
OEL: 
Pentecost prefigured! (2:28)
AMOS:
OBADIAH:
JONAH: 
Jonah’s three days in the belly of the fish prefigure 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.
MICAH: 
The Messiah will be born in 
Bethlehem
.
NAHUM: 
Nineveh’s judgment prefigures ‘Babylon’s’ in rev 17, 18
HAB: 
The righteous shall live by faith (2
:   ;
 Gal   )
ZEPH:
HAGGAI: 
Rebuilding of the 
temple
 prefigures the NT ‘temples’ of 
church
 and 
New Jerusalem
.
ZECH:
MALACHI: 
The 
LORD will come to his temple
, in the person of his Son (3:1)
)
1&2 KINGS: Solomon is a partial fulfilment of the Davidic promises. But we keep being shown the need for the perfect Davidic King. Following Solomon the kingdoms of Israel and Judah generally spiral down in sin. Again: how we need a perfect King! Some good kings prefigure Christ. Elijah & Elisha prefigure Him, as the great and final prophet (Heb 1:1-3;    ) These themes are paralleled in 1&2 CHRON.

EZRA & NEH: The restoration of Jerusalem and Temple, and the return from Exile, show God’s sov Messiah-line continuing. ESTHER also shows God’s sovereign protection of his people and his plan.     

Bottom line: This is history from a God’s-eye view. In his grace, God is active in history and is bringing his plan to fulfilment. That plan is all about the promised David King and God will not allow it to be frustrated. The history books also show how man’s sin disrupts his covenant relationship with God. 
	
JOB: The theme of the apparently undeserved suffering of faithful individuals comes up again and again in scripture. Believers can trust God’s sovereign love in suffering. Even in his suffering Job trusts in his Redeemer (19:25-27) 

PSALMS: The hymnbook of Israel and the church – expressing their struggles and praises. Themes include: creation & fall, covenant membership, and the glorious hope of the saints. Above all, the Psalms are full of Messianic prophecies about Jesus (Ps 2, Ps 110 etc.) 

PROVERBS: Wisdom comes from God, which anticipates the fact that Jesus Christ is the Wisdom of God (1 Cor 1:30; Col 2:3)

ECCL: The meaninglessness of life cries out for a solution from God.

SONG: The ideal marital love. Some think that this depicts Christ and his bride. Directly or indirectly (since marriage is to point to \Christ’s love – Eph   ) this book alludes to the relationship of Christ and his Bride the church.
	
ISA: Isaiah prophesies exile because of Israel’s unfaithfulness. But God will restore Israel, and this prefigures salvation in Christ – the King and Servant of Isaiah (Isa 7, 9 and 52-53) 

JER & LAM: God is a God who will judge sin. But in his mercy God also intends to provide a New Covenant (31:31). God’s lament over Jerusalem anticipates Jesus’ lament (Lk 19)

EZEK: God’s judgement against sin, thr the exile, prefigures the final judgment. But there’s a way of escape that continues to be prophesied – the promise of a new heart (11:19). The new temple points forward to the New Heavens and New Earth (Rev  )

DAN: The conflict between the kingdoms of this world and God’s kingdom. The conflict will climax in Christ, Daniel’s Son of Man (ch 9) 



 (
“THE 12” 
Man’s sinfulness, God’s 
sovereign  judgment
 (‘the Day of the LORD’) and yet also God’s mercy and Messianic promise, continue to be shown...
 
)








